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Global sea level will likely rise 1 meter by 2100 displacing 145 million people and affecting the lives of 2 billion people living in coastal
areas around the world. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) identified rapidly changing ice sheets as the main
source of accelerating sea level rise, but stated poor understanding of the processes responsible for recent changes prevents accurate
projections of future sea level.

pigiceshelf.nasa.gov

PIG Field Camp|

Antarctic land ice loss is concentrated along the Amundsen Sea coast of the West Antarctic ice sheet and is
responsible for 7% of global sea level rise. Moving at 4000 meters per year (1.5 feet per hour!), Pine Island
Glacier (PIG) is the fastest Antarctic glacier. The pattern of PIG’s thinning, acceleration and retreat indicates the
ocean is forcing these changes.
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